
Collection of Land Acknowledgements 
For Stirling Ave. Mennonite Church 

 
This collection comes from various places, several of them written and/or adapted by Stirling 
members, and is for use at Stirling Worship and/or other events and/or by anyone who wants to 
use them within the Haldimand Tract.  Feel free to use and adjust as appropriate.  
 
Pronunciation: There are various acceptable pronunciations.  These are the ones that seem to be 
most common in this area:   

Anishnabe (A-nish-NA-bay) – includes the Ojibwe, Chippewa, Oji-Cree, Odawa, 
Potawatomi, and Algonquin peoples.   
Haudenosaunee (Ho-di-no-SHOW-nay) or Haudenosaunee Confederacy - also known as 
the Iroquois or Six Nations – includes Seneca, Cayuga, Oneida, Onondaga, Mohawk and 
Tuscarora   
The Neutral People are sometimes referred to as the Attawandaron (At-ta-WON-da-ron), 
a name given to them by the Huron people, meaning “People of a slightly different 
language” 

 
1) We acknowledge that we are on the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishnabe and 

Haudenosaunee Peoples here on the Haldimand Tract, which runs 6 miles deep on either 
side of the Grand River. This land was given to the Haudenosaunee peoples of the Six 
Nations of the Grand River for them and their descendants to enjoy forever. 
 

2) One of the covenants that we as Settler people have made is to work at restoring 
relationships with the First Peoples of this land; so we acknowledge that the land we are 
currently meeting on is the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishinabe, and 
Haudenosaunee peoples. May we always be mindful of the injustices in which we are 
complicit until all is made whole again. 
 

3) I would like to acknowledge that we are gathered here upon the traditional territory of the 
Neutral, Anishnabe, and Haudenosaunee peoples. Since time immemorial, these 
Indigenous peoples have walked gently on this land, which is at the centre of their lives 
and spirituality. We continue to pray for justice and for reconciliation as we seek a new 
relationship with the Original Peoples of this land, one based in honour and deep respect. 
 

4) Long before a small group of Mennonites started worshiping here, this was the traditional 
territory of the Neutral, Anishnabe and Haudenosaunee peoples. Like those who have 
gone before us we are guests on this land. May we be mindful of the sacred nature of the 
relationship we are to we have with the land and with the Original Peoples of this land. 
 

5) We acknowledge that the land on which we are gathered, is the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee, the Neutral, and the Anishnabe Peoples and belongs to the Haldimand 
Tract, which includes 6 miles on either side of the Grand River, from Source to mouth. It 
has been promised to the Six Nations, for them and their posterity to enjoy forever. (May 



we set aside our prejudices and privileges and look with open eyes at the colonial 
histories which have led us to be living, working, and raising our descendants on this 
unceded territory.) In gratitude, we commit ourselves anew to caring for this land and 
rebuilding relationships with her first inhabitants so that we may find ourselves working 
together in honoring this mother land. 
 
 

6) Today, we remember our relationship with the First Peoples. With gratitude and respect, 
we recognize the Nations on whose traditional land we make our spiritual home – the 
Neutral, the Anishnabe and the Haudenosaunee. We acknowledge with regret, that this 
history has not always been respectful. We commit to just relationship in the present. 
 

7) As a faith community we seek to abide in God’s love and embody Christ’s peace and yet 
we confess that we have not always done so. As a sign of our commitment to ongoing 
reconciliation with the First Peoples of this land, we acknowledge that the land we are 
currently meeting on is the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishinabe, and 
Haudenosaunee peoples. May we always be mindful of the injustices in which we are 
complicit until all is made whole again! 
 

8) We are a people bound in covenant to God, to one another, and to all of creation. The 
heart of this covenant is whole and right relationship. And so, as we seek to work toward 
restored relationships with the Original Peoples of these lands, we acknowledge that the 
land we are currently meeting on is the traditional territory of the Neutral, Anishinabe, 
and Haudenosaunee peoples. May we always be mindful of the injustices in which we are 
complicit until all is made whole again. 

 
 
 

Notes about spellings and further information: 
There are a variety of acceptable spellings for the names of the Indigenous peoples listed above. 
(i.e. Anishnaabe, Anishnabe, Anishnawbe) We have tried to keep spellings consistent for this 
document, but please know if you see them spelled differently elsewhere - there is no one correct 
way!  
If you want more information about land acknowledgements LSPIRG is a good resource: 
http://www.lspirg.org/knowtheland/ 
  

 


